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From Hearts...  

Growing a Healthier Community. One child, one family, one school at a time.  

to Heroes... 



Health Centers in Schools 

MISSION: Health Centers in Schools delivers innovative, quality, cost-effective school-based health services for children 

in the greater Baton Rouge area. 

To achieve our mission, we: 

Ensure the health of students to enable them to thrive in all academic settings; 

Partner with other entities to create and promote healthy sustainable lifestyles for children and their families. 

Increase community awareness of health issues that impact childrenõs lives.  

 

Vision: The greater Baton Rouge area will have healthier children, healthier families, and be a healthier community. 
 

Values: Service ~ Collaboration ~ Stewardship ~ Quality ~ Resilience 
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Health Centers in Schools 

W ith origins from 1987, Health Centers in Schools is a 501(c )3 non-profit organization that provides a range of health services that are conveniently 

located at the schools. Licensed professionals take care of daily maladies and return kids to the classroom. HCS professionals provide primary pre-

ventive care, immunizations, mental health counseling, vision and hearing screening. HCS currently operates eleven school-based health centers and manages 

the school nursing program at East Baton Rouge Parish and Recovery District public schools. 

HCS offers comprehensive primary physical and mental health services to 6600 students at 11 health centers in EBR public schools and the Recovery 

School District (RSD). 

HCS administers limited health services to 36,700 children on 79 school campuses in EBR parish public schools. 

About 80% of EBR public school children qualify for Medicaid. Many of them only receive medical or mental health services at school due to transporta-

tion or family issues preventing them from going to a physicianõs office. 

HCS employs over 90 people, including physicians, nurse practitioners, registered nurses, licensed clinical social workers, and support staff. 

 

The EBR school board voted in July 2008 to build eight additional health centers in the four years following to total 16 health centers by 2012. The first two 

new centers opened in fall 2009 at Broadmoor High and Glasgow Middle Schools, and soon nearby schools will be able to send students to any of the centers 

to be treated. Eleven centers will be open year round to treat students, their siblings, as well as neighborhood children. The expansion will let us provide 

more services. HCS assumed administrative duties for the school nursing program in EBR public schools in 2004, in addition to the health centers. Wherever 

HCS school nurses, school health assistants or school-based health centers are located, minor emergency care, such as cuts and scrapes may be attended by 

the medical staff. For major emergency care, schools call 911 for emergency medical services.  

In conjunction with the opening of the new health centers, Health Centers in Schools, formerly Health Care Centers in Schools announced its new name. 

Adopting a new name provides a great opportunity for the organization to renew its marketing efforts and continue the expansion efforts positively. The re-

brand launch comes complete with a new logo featuring a large red òHó and will soon include an updated look and feel across the website. Health Centers in 

Schools also developed a NEW MISSION STATEMENT (on page 2) to better describe what the organization does.  

Who We Are  
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Health Centers in Schools is the 

new name for Health Care Cen-

ters in Schools. Shown on the 

right is the new logo boasting a 

large òHó to emphasize the or-

ganizationõs health services. 
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Message f rom our  CEO  

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 
 
Change has definitely been the word this year for Health Centers in Schools! Opening two new health centers, one at Broadmoor High and the 
other at Glasgow Middle School, has increased the size of the organization and all that goes with it. Changing the name to Health Centers in 
Schools has helped us streamline our marketing program and efforts as well as focus our mission on what is most importantðimproving access to 
children of preventive primary health services in East Baton Rouge public schools.  
 
We are delighted and grateful that so many partners are working with us on programs and projects for area school children. With vision, dental and 
seasonal flu programs alone, HCS has collaborated with a great number of entities, both public and private. These programs and others have 
brought many challenges, but we have met them head-on and continue to work toward improving what we can provide for students in EBR schools.    
 
For the second year in a row, HCS medical staff is vaccinating thousands of EBR public school children for the seasonal flu. Several Baton Rouge 
area nursing schools were again able to assist HCS with student and professional volunteers to help make this project a success. Seasonal flu reports 
last year from area hospitals showed that rates of flu-related illnesses were lower during the 2008-09 flu season. So, although it isnôt truly scientific 
evidence, we can say that we think we had some effect on these decreased numbers through our school-wide vaccination project. That means fewer 
children contracted the seasonal flu virus during the last flu season, so they, their family members and teachers lost fewer school and work days due 
to illness or complications from the flu. As you know, the H1N1 flu has been forefront in the news, the seasonal flu continues to infect a greater 
number of individuals than H1N1, and vaccinating children is a start at reducing these infections and their complications.  
 
As we work toward opening more health centers (five more and one remodel by 2012), we will continue to provide better access and a wider range 
of health services to students. The Campaign for Children is an opportunity for community members to invest on a corporate and individual basis 
to make a difference in childrenôs lives. I am truly blessed to be part of an organization with the noble purpose of providing for studentsô health 
needs and help their chances of staying in school to get a good education! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

From the  CEO:  

Sue  Ca tchings  
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Health Centers in Schools conducts vision and hearing screening in East Baton Rouge parish public schools for grades 

Pre-K, K, 1, 3, 5, 7, and 10. Vision and hearing screening is mandated by Louisiana state law for these grades, If a child 
fails the screening, notices are then sent home and referral/consultation is available for any follow up exams needed.  
 
For vision, HCS partners with The Eyes Have It and the Luxottica Group Foundation to provide eye exams and glasses for 

qualifying students in East Baton Rouge Parish public schools. Family consent is required for HCS to provide any avail-
able services to students.  During the 2008-09 school year, HCS and The Eyes Have It partnered to provide: 

20,485 students received vision screenings with 18% failing 

(54% of those failing the screening were provided with glasses) 
 
In the fall of 2009, more than 130 elementary school students in the East Baton Rouge Parish School System can see 

the chalkboard more clearly and read a book more easily today thanks to the Luxottica Group Foundation.  Foundation 
representatives and eye professionals from its companies (such as LensCrafters, Pearle Vision, Sears Optical and Target 
Optical) examined students in need in the foundationõs OneSight Vision Van, òSeeMore,ó November 16 and 17.   

 
Children at six school sites who had been identified as recently failing the East Baton Rouge Parish School System/
Health Centers in School in-school eye screening were examined for vision correction with eyeglasses.  These are stu-

dents, such as Ryon Williams of Winbourne Elementary School (seated in photo below) being helped by Millerville 
Road Target store volunteer Kristy Carlin (photo right), determined by the district to be in need of financial assistance.   
 

The fully dilated eye exam and any lenses and glasses were free to students identified in need, but parental permission 
for the exam was required.  In most cases, glasses were selected by students ð with the assistance of a vision professional, created and fitted on site ð at no 
cost to the parent or guardian.  Students needing further vision exams were given a free appointment at a LensCrafters site on a different day.  Students with 

more complicated lens issues may have the glasses mailed to their school at a later date ð free of charge. 
 
òUp to 94 percent of children nationally with vision problems have reduced reading skills.  More than 80 percent of our students with vision issues have a 

financial need for exam and eyeglass assistance, as well,ó said Sue Catchings, CEO of Health Centers in Schools.  òIt is important to us to have all children in 
school -- healthy and with complete vision.  This is one more way we can help children learn effectively and stay in school!ó 
 

Over the two days, selected students with vision issues from specific elementary school sites were examined.  

Those sites are:  Broadmoor Elementary School, The Dufrocq School, Bernard Terrace Elementary School, How-
ell Park Elementary School, Winbourne Elementary School and Melrose (upper and lower campuses) Elementary 
schools. Special thanks are extended to the doctors who donated their time for this cause:  Dr. P.T. Dinh, Dr. 

Susan Jong, Dr. Patrick Tate, Dr. Charles DiLeo and Dr. Yvonne Major. 
 
The Eyes Have It is a non-profit organization that works with licensed ophthalmologists or optometrists to provide 

eye exams and glasses at no cost or a reduced cost to EBR students, depending on their financial situation.  Stu-
dents go to local ophthalmologists for eye exams and prescribed glasses are delivered to their schools. Their mis-
sion is to provide early detection of potential eye diseases, increased academic performance, increased attention 

span, reduced absenteeism due to doctorõs appointments, minimizing parent absenteeism from work, increased 
òadequate yearly progressó percentages, and increased awareness of good over all total body health care.   

Vision:  A Clear Connection between Health & Education   
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ORAL HEALTH ACCESS: A COMMUNITY COLLABORATIVE  

Health Centers in Schools has worked with the community to provide access to dental care in two very distinct ways: 
one is through participation in Give Kids A Smile Day, a national program of the American Dental Association and the 
other is to coordinate the entry of mobile dentists onto the campuses of EBR Parish Schools. 

 
Give Kids A Smile Day (GKAS)  
Local dentists have long attempted to provide a venue for children to receive preventive dental sealants during GKAS 

promoted by the American Dental Association.  Since 2006-2007, Health Centers in Schools has successfully coordinated 
school children from nearby schools to dental offices that have voluntarily closed for business in order to provide dental 
sealants for public school students.  Last year, in the largest event ever, local dentists provided dental sealants to 568 stu-

dents from nine elementary and middle public schools.  During the Give Kids A Smile visit, the local dentists found that 
forty-seven per cent of the children either needed to be seen by a dentist right away or had tooth decay that needed 
attention within the next few months.   
 

Health Centers in Schools would like to thank the following dental offices for their participation in the GKAS event.  We 
look forward to an even bigger program in 2010.  A special thank you goes to the EBR Parish School System Transporta-
tion system without whom we could not have implemented this program. 

 
LSU Dental School  Johnnie Hunt, DDS   
Nelson Daly, DDS  Lee Koschel, DDS 

Lance Fallon, DDS  Aimee Russo-Mounger, DDS 
Sherry Fallon, DDS  Pediatric Dental Associates (Rob de la Rosa, DDS) 
 

 
 

    

 
Mobile Dental Services at School  
With an over-whelming number of children who need restorative dental services, the East Baton Rouge Parish 

School System welcomed the opportunity for comprehensive dental care to be provided on school campuses.  
Greg Folse, DDS became the first dentist to practice mobile dentistry on school campuses in Baton Rouge.  His 
services have been provided since November 2008.  He is now serving sixteen schools with mobile dentistryñ

there are two teams working every day in the school system bringing access to dental care to the students. 
 
His data (November 2008 through October 2009) indicates that he has served 1,276 children and provided 

comprehensive dental plans including restorative care for all of the children.  His services include X-rays, clean-
ings, fluoride treatments, sealants, fillings, and extractions.  He has also found a total of 148 students whose 
oral health needs could not be completed in school and has referred these children to dental specialists in Ba-
ton Rouge.  

Dental Programs  

Give Kids a Smile Day  

Dentist Kredenna Beverly and her assistant 

provide dental sealants for children at 
Crestworth Elementary.  
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Seasonal Flu Vaccinations  

During the fall of 2008, students in East Baton Rouge parish public schools were vaccinated for the influenza virus using one of two types of vaccines, either 

FluMist, an intranasal spray, or a traditional injection. HCS also gives other vaccinations as needed and verifies vaccination records for all students. 

From November 5, 2008 through January 31, 2009, HCS conducted a large pilot program for the State of Louisiana, Vaccines For Children program.  The 

goal was to immunize as many children as possible for seasonal influenza.  In that short period of time, almost 8,000 children were immunized (roughly 18 % 

of the EBR student body).  From this pilot, HCS learned and shared with a national audience the following lessons: 

1. Vaccine should be delivered in waves so that the immunizations can be delivered over a longer period of time. 

2. Provide students at middle/high school an incentive to return the form to the schoolñfree dress days work well. 

3. Think about potential partners and engage them in the projectñthe more nursing students, the better. 

 

In school year 2009-2010, multiple school systems in Louisiana are engaged in performing 

school-based immunizations for influenza.  The pilot was successful and demonstrated a mechanism to 

achieve outcomes for every community in the state.  HCS is completing the seasonal flu project before stu-

dents are dismissed for Christmas holidays and will begin H1N1 influenza immunizations in mid-January. 

 

The Flu Project Coalition : 

Office of Public Health Vaccines for Children 

LA Department of Agriculture & Forestry 

Baton Rouge Emergency Medical Services 

Our Lady of the Lake Foundation 

Baton Rouge General School of Nursing 

Delta CollegeñLPN Program 

OLOL Career Track Nursing 

OLOL College of Nursing 

Remington CollegeñMedical Assistant 

       Program & Database Entry Program 

Southeastern Louisiana University 

      College of Nursing 

Southern University School of Nursing 

Womanõs Hospital Career Track Nurses 

Seasonal Flu Project  

Yolanda Lastrapes, HCS director of nurs-

ing and Charlotte Placide, retired EBR 
school superintendent,  look on as Caro-

lyn Kothe, HCS nurse, administers FluMist 
to a student at South Boulevard Elemen-

tary School.  

Congressman Bill Cassidy, MD, was instru-

mental in the flu vaccine being administered in 
EBR schools. He supports Sue Catchings, HCS 

CEO, as she  speaks at a flu press conference 
held at South Boulevard Elementary School in 

fall 2008. Student nurses from SLU look on.  


